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ÅIntroduction to European 
Defence Agency (EDA) 

ÅEDA concept 

ÅR&T Structure 

ÅMARSUR, 

ÅSULTAN 

ÅSIMMO 
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Introduction to EDA (1/2) 

ÅEstablished in 2004 and located in Brussels. 

ÅMission: to support the Council and the 
Member States in their effort to improve the 
EUΩs defence capabilities in the field of crisis 
management and to sustain the ESDP as it 
stands now and develops in the future. 

ÅMain tasks: 
ÅDevelopment of defence capabilities in the field of 

crisis management 
ÅPromotion and enhancement of European 

armaments cooperation 
ÅWorking to strengthen the Defence Technology and 

Industrial Base (DTIB)  and for the creation of an 
internationally competitive European Defence 
Equipment Market 

ÅEnhancement of the effectiveness of European 
Defence Research and Technology (R&T) 
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Introduction to EDA (2/2) 

ÅHead of the Agency Federica MOGHERINI, High 
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy 

ÅChief Executive Claude-France ARNOULD 

ÅEDAΩs governing body is the Steering Board 
composed of the participating Member States' 
Defence Ministers plus a representative from the 
Commission (without voting rights) 

ÅThe Steering Board meets also in the Capability, 
Armaments and R&T DirectorsΩ formation 

ÅBudget about 30 Mϵ (2014) of which 6,4 Mϵ 
dedicated to studies supporting joint projects 

ÅNumber of staff Ғ 125 
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Genesis and rationale 

Cooperation is 

the only 

option: 

ITõS TIME  TO 

DO MORE 

TOGETHER Constraint on 

Defence 

budgets 

Member States 

operational 

engagements 

òThinking 

nationaló 

Fragmentation 

of requirements 

Diverging 

demand 
Lack of 

interoperability 
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EDA concept 

ÅThe integrated way of working starting from 
the identification of a capability gap through 
research and development work to joint 
procurement programmes and to the 
creation of a competiti ve European  defence 
equipment market was the major 
innovation in the EDA concept 
ÅMain guiding principles: 
ÅCapability driven 
ÅNo duplication of work 
ÅCustomer orientation 

ÅEDA seeks actively cooperation with other 
relevant organisations like the European 
Commission, European Space Agency 
(ESA), OCCAR, LoI group and NATO 
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Capability drive 

ÅThe capability drive is a hallmark of the 
EDA work and all EDA work supports 
the improvement of Common Security 
and Defence Policy (CSDP) capabilities 

ÅThe capability priorities are specified in 
the Capability Development Plan (CDP) 
divided into 4 main groups: 
 
ÅGaining information superiority 

ÅProtection of Forces in Theatre 

ÅEnabling  Expeditionary Operations 

ÅSecuring  Sea lines of Communication 
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Counter Cyber Threats ( Cyber Defence) 

Provide SATCOM Capabilities 

Enhance Battlespace Information and Communication Services 

Remotely Piloted Aircraft providing Surveillance (RPAS) 

Gaining information superiority 

Protection of Forces in Theatre 

Enhance C- IED and CBRNe Capabilities in Operations 

Provide Air  and Missile Defence  for deployable forces 

Enabling  Expeditionary Operations 

Inter-Theatre Air Capabilities 

Intra-Theatre Combat Capabilities 

Enhance Logistic Support for Deployed Forces 

Provide Medical Support to Operations 

Securing  Sea lines of Communication 

Maritime Patrolling and Escorting 

Naval Surveillance systems 

Crosscutting Drivers 

Energy and Environmental Protection 

SESAR 

Modeling, Simulation and Experimentation 

Space based information service 

CDP 2014 Priority Actions 
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Non-dependence as an R&T 
driver 
ÅDependence on non-European 

sources of technology is a risk for 
security of supply 

ÅNon-dependence is a pre- 
condition for a robust, 
sustainable, globally competitive 
European Defence Technological 
and Industrial Base (EDTIB) 

ÅNon-dependence is not only a 
technology issue and EDA with its 
comprehensive approach is 
particularly well suited as a 
cooperation forum 



European Symposium on Border Surveillance & Search and Rescue Operations Technology 
Heraklion ς Crete November 27th & 28th 2014 

10 

Combining capability drive and 
technology push 

Capability 

Needs 
Long-Term Vision 

Capability Development 

Plan (CDP) 

Identification of 
Technology Gaps 
and Opportunities 

Identified Key 
Technologies & 
Skills 

Underpinning 

Technologies 
 

R&T 
Projects 

EDRT 

Strategy 

Strategic Research 

Agendas 
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CapTechs - link to the Capability Development Plan 

CapTechs- dealing with more basic and transverse technologies 
clear link to the Commission activities and in particular the Horizon 
2020 programme 


